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the Evelyn family. He was a scholar and a writer,
whom Evelyn entrusted with the tuition of his son
and to whom he gave the living of Wotton in 1701.
Bohun's letter* "to the incomparable lady Mistress
Mary Evelyn35 is not dated. The flattery from a
middle-aged clergyman to a young girl apparently
still in the nursery is rather absurd, but was no doubt
well Intended. In the course of the letter he writes:
"Your perfections are as far above all the rest of
your sex as Mrs. Jennifer's golden chain excels a glass
necklace, nay, madam, there's no more comparison
between your virtues and all other ladles besides than
a leathern pouch can be compared to your Spanish
purse, or a farthing candle to the light of the sun. If
your sisters are troublesome in the nursery I pray
bear It particularly for a time, since you will shortly
be delivered from thence by a young lord, for
Indeed, madam, your beauty is already the very
burning glass to enflame all young men's affections.
You are the most transcendently skilled In French,
music, drawing, point-making, pincushion making
and all other rarest accomplishments/*
So much for the children, of whom with the
exception of John little more need be said. But
fortunately some correspondence remains which
gives ample testimony to the high qualities possessed
by Mary, the wife and mother. Before quoting Dr.
Bohun on her epistolary style and on her character,
any reader of the few letters which survive, one
of which is quoted In a later chapter,! can sec
^British Museum. Add. MSS., 15949,
f See page 248.
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